Restored chalkstreams take
the Wild Trout Society's
first awards. By Charles

Rangeley-Wilson

T°8 still early days for the Wild Trout

Society, founded in March last vear,

but at its beginning Ron Holloway,

the grandfather of river-keeping on

southern chalkstreams, summed it
up; “We are a bunch of people who aim to
do some good-by getling wet,”

Ron spends just about every day getting
wet while he tends to his stretch of the River
[tchen, and for 25 vears he has been evangel-
ising the cause of wild trout. His message is
simple: if you look after the river, the wild
trout will look after themselves, but not
enough of his neighbours on the Itchen and
the Test take much notice.

The latter, often cruellv dubbed “the
longest stew pond in the world™ is a joke in
the fishing world, but though it represents
an extreme. itis not an exception. There are

brown trout in South Africa of a purer Loch
Leven strain than mostof the trout that swim
the loch itsell, Rivers from the Monnow to
the Tay are stocked with trout by fishermen
who are at worst impatient and greedy, and
at best do not understand that wild trout can
thrive given proper management,

Modern land use places a huge burden on
the waters that tenuously hold on 1o our
remaining stocks of wild trout. Rivers are
dredged to keep fields dry. or straightened
o speed floodwater on its way, River sys-
tems in upland regions are dammed and
diverted and, in lowland areas, sucked dry
In Kent and around north London once-
pretty trout streams have simply gone.

Yet in spite of these pervasive threats to
wild trout, a lot can be done to improve
things. In 1997 Ron and a group of like-
minded fishermen formed the Wild Trout
Society: they would raise money from mems-
bership and sponsorship, and would spend
that money mending rivers,

The Society has already attracted 1,400
members, It caught the eve of The Famous
Grouse and arranged a sponsorship deal.
Sponsorship money is spent on specific pro-
jects, and on a prize for the winner of the
Society’s wild trout conservation award.,

The award is a first in fishery conserva-
tion, and the Society sees it as a vital part of
its cause. The aim is to encourage owners
and fishing clubs to conserve and restore
their rivers and stillwaters. and to raise the
profile of this kind of work. This is the first
year, 50 the entries represent projects siarted
before the Society was born and reflect the
busy fishery conservation movement that
already existed. Four were shortlisted,

Godlrey Gallia has been improving his
streteh of the River Cerne in Dorser for 36
years, When he took charge it was a mess of
brambles and had been polluted by creosote.
A trout farm troubles his fishery with es-
caped rainbows, and abstraction and dry
summers have combined to reduce the flow,
As he says, “Shakespeare invokes the ‘lean
and slippered pantaloon. .. his vouthful hose
well sav'd a world too wide For his shrunken
shanks." My river is the same; the hose of its
over-broad banks need to be reduced, more
in keeping with the shrunk shank of its cur-
rent.” Godfrey's work, CNCoOmpassing a
slaggering number of grovnes, the taming of
rampant vegetation, and the fostering of
bankside cover inside fenced arcas called
playpens, represents the dedicated applica-
tion of an cwner who loves his river.
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